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The European Journal of Vascular and Endovascular Surgery is delighted to announce a new venture. From the beginning 
of 1998 a series of abstracts from systematic reviews written by members of the Cochrane Collaborative Review Group 
on Peripheral Vascular Diseases - which is part of the Cochrane Collaboration - will be published on a quarterly basis. 
The first abstract in the series is published on p. 5 of this issue. 
The need for reviews 
Keeping abreast of developments in modern medicine 
becomes more difficult daily. Few doctors can keep 
pace with the incessant escalation of reading material, 
and most are left with the impression of regressing 
rather than progressing in their quest for knowledge. 
Review articles filter and focus the literature to a 
manageable level. However, the long-term use of most 
reviews is limited, by the variable quality of material 
included and methods used, and by the post-pub- 
lication emergence of new evidence. 
The Cochrane Collaboration is an international net- 
work of people with an interest in evidence-based 
health care encompassing health care professionals, 
researchers and consumers. It aims to remedy the 
short-comings of traditional reviews by improving the 
quality and longevity of its reviews and by promoting 
open and critical appraisal of the methods used by 
reviewers. The Collaboration produces, maintains, and 
updates comprehensive, impartial, systematic reviews 
of evidence across the spectrum of health care. 
Cochrane contribution to reviews 
Cochrane reviews are all 'systematic' reviews, i.e. ex- 
plicit methods are used to limit bias, and to draw 
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together all identifiable information on a subject for 
evaluation and synopsis. Randomised controlled trials 
(RCTs) reduce bias more effectively than other forms 
of clinical trial, and are held to be the "gold standard" 
for trial evidence. RCTs constitute the main type of 
material considered for Cochrane reviews, but in re- 
search areas where RCTs are impossible or are not 
available the Collaboration accepts the best available 
evidence. 
The Collaboration also holds the view that a com- 
plete set of trials is necessary before any worthwhile 
conclusions can be drawn. It therefore has initiated a 
massive handsearching effort to retrieve trials pub- 
lished in journals which are not featured on electronic 
databases, and data from unpublished trials through 
correspondence with researchers and drug companies. 
While it is true that one can never be entirely sure that 
a dataset is complete, the identification of additional 
material through these means brings the final set closer 
to perfection. 
To ensure Cochrane reviews are up to date, re- 
viewers make a commitment to maintain the review 
for the foreseeable future. The reviews are published in 
the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews (CDSR), 
part of the Cochrane Library, a quarterly, electronic 
publication available on CD, disk, and via the Internet 
(featured on MedLine). Publication via an electronic 
medium allows reviews to be updated as fresh evi- 
dence is identified, thus improving their long-term 
relevance. In addition to the CDSR the Cochrane Lib- 
rary contains the Database of Abstracts of Reviews of 
Effectiveness (DARE), the Cochrane Review Method- 
ology Database, the Cochrane Controlled Trials Re- 
gister (a database of RCTs and other trials identified 
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by the Collaboration), and current information about 
the structure, aims and progress of the groups within 
the Collaboration and the Collaboration as a whole. 
The Library is also planning to include edited post- 
publication comments from users of the reviews. The 
Cochrane Library can be found in most NHS libraries, 
and subscription copies are sent free of charge to the 
principal authors of published, up-to-date reviews. 
One to two paragraph "synopses" of Cochrane re- 
views are being developed by the Cochrane Consumer 
Network to allow users of the Cochrane Library, espe- 
cially those without medical training, to scan the con- 
tent of reviews quickly. Demand for this service has 
been sought by consumers, librarians and journalists. 
In addition summaries of a variety of reviews are 
being prepared by the Infectious Diseases Group for 
users in developing countries. Thus it is likely that 
material in reviews will be available at several different 
levels, and/or languages within the Cochrane Library 
before long. (Cochrane Library enquiries to: Update Soft- 
ware, Summertown Pavilion, Middle Way, Oxford OX2 
7LG, U.K.) 
Structure of the Cochrane Collaboration 
The Cochrane Collaboration was established in 1992, 
and membership is now approaching 3000 worldwide. 
The Collaboration consists of three, largely auto- 
nomous units:- Cochrane Centres, Collaborative Re- 
view Groups (CRGs) and Cochrane Fields, and also a 
Consumer Network. 
Cochrane Centres provide support to regional 
groups and collaborators; in addition each Centre is 
responsible for particular projects which contribute to 
the Collaboration as a whole, e.g. development of 
software and electronic database search strategies, 
maintenance of Collaboration websites, membership 
registers, and management of journals being hand- 
searched. To date 13 Cochrane Centres have been 
established in 10 countries. 
Collaborative Review Groups (CRGs) cover areas of 
special interest e.g. stroke, diabetes, and eyes and 
vision and 33 have now been established. CRGs are 
responsible for recruitment of reviewers, production 
of reviews, and identification of relevant RCTs, quasi- 
randomised and non-randomised clinical trials. More 
detailed information about the composition and oper- 
ation of CRGs is given below, with particular eference 
to the Peripheral Vascular Diseases CRG. 
Cochrane Fields liaise between other Cochrane en- 
tities and address cross-disciplinary aspects of health- 
care such as "Health Care of Older People", "Physical 
Therapies and Rehabilitation", and "Primary Health 
Care". To date six Fields have been set up, and three 
more are expected to form in the near future. 
The Peripheral Vascular Diseases Collaborative 
Review Group 
The CRG on Peripheral Vascular Diseases was es- 
tablished in January 1995, and has its editorial base in 
Edinburgh. The Group has around 80 members pread 
across 21 countries, largely comprising medical and 
surgical specialists, but also including hospital ad- 
ministrators and policy makers. Its scope includes all 
treatments of arterial and venous diseases, including 
lower limb atherosclerosis, aortic aneurysm, varicose 
veins and thromboembolism. The scope does not in- 
clude coronary heart disease or any aspect of stroke 
(a Coronary Group is likely to be established in 1998/ 
99 to look after the former, while the latter comes 
under the Cochrane Stroke Group - contact details 
below). 
To date members of the CRG on Peripheral Vascular 
Diseases have completed seven reviews and 18 pro- 
tocols, and work is progressing on a further eight 
titles. Key areas currently available for review include: 
anaesthesia for abdominal aortic aneurysm repair; anti- 
biotics in bypass surgery; sclerotherapy for varicose 
veins; and a variety of treatments for PAOD (a full list 
of key areas is available from the editorial base). Please 
contact the editorial base if you are interested in taking 
responsibility for one of these areas. 
Membership of the Peripheral Vascular Diseases 
Group is available at different levels of commitment, 
and no-one is pressurised to contribute more than they 
choose. Minimal membership allows members to be 
kept in touch with progress and development of the 
Group through the quarterly Group newsletter. Others 
might indicate that they are interested in acting as peer 
reviewers, or handsearching journals for the Group, in 
which case they will be sent appropriate information 
and work. Those interested in writing reviews inform 
the editorial base of the area which they wish to review 
once they are ready to start work on the review. 
Anyone interested in writing a review is provided 
with a list of potentially relevant references to trials 
from the Group Trials Database. These lists are up- 
dated quarterly. The editorial base provides all re- 
viewers with free copies of the dedicated review- 
writing software, Review Manager (RevMan), together 
with advice on review-writing and other support, as 
required, throughout the process. Reviewers are not 
paid for their services, but do receive a free sub- 
scription to the Cochrane Library once their review is 
published. This subscription continues while the re- 
view is kept up-to-date on the CDSR. Training is 
provided by Cochrane Centres throughout the world 
including workshops on writing a protocol, using 
RevMan, and handsearching. Workshops are free to 
reviewers, but generally individuals must fund their 
own travel and subsistence. In addition to formal 
Eur J Vasc Endovasc Surg Vol 16, July 1998 
Cochrane Collaborative Review Group on PVD 3 
workshops, the Peripheral Vascular Diseases Group 
supplies individual training for reviewers wishing to 
visit the editorial base for a length of time to work 
upon reviews. 
Prior to publication, reviews are subject to a rigorous 
editorial process by an international board of editors-- 
Professor FGR Eowkes (UK, reviewer), Professor I
Faris (Australia), Professor L Janzon (Sweden), Dr 
GC Leng (UK). The statistical aspects of review are 
assessed (Professor GD Murray) and post publication 
criticisms of reviews are also edited (Mr JA Michaels). 
This process is carried out in a constructive way in 
collaboration with the authors and reviewers in order 
to ensure a high quality published product. Reviewers 
are also encouraged to publish their reviews, suitably 
adapted, in hard copy journals. 
The Peripheral Vascular Diseases CRG is con- 
tributing to the preparation of a powerful and effective 
tool - in the form of the Cochrane Library - designed 
to assist care-providers and receivers, policy and pur- 
chasing managers in decision-making worldwide. 
Cochrane reviews are currently recognised as the "gold 
standard" source for clinical information both na- 
tionally and internationally, and it is on this reputation 
for excellence that the Peripheral Vascular Diseases 
CRG and the Collaboration will build in the future. 
The concerted efforts of all members will be essential 
to the achievement of this goal, and if more are pre- 
pared to share the load, then it will be achieved all 
the sooner. 
Contact details: Peripheral Vascular Diseases Group 
If you are interested in writing a review, or joining 
the CRG on Peripheral Vascular Diseases, or would 
like further information then contact he Group at the 
address below mentioning that you have read this 
article: 
Dr Elizabeth Royle 
Review Group Co-ordinator 
Cochrane CRG on Peripheral Vascular Diseases 
Wolfson Unit for Prevention of Peripheral Vascular 
Diseases 
The University of Edinburgh 
Medical School, Teviot Place 
Edinburgh EH8 9AG, U.K. 
Contact details: Stroke Group 
If you would like further information about the Coch- 
rane Stroke Group please contact: Mrs Hazel Fraser 
Review Group Co-ordinator 
Cochrane Stroke Group 
Department of Clinical Neurosciences 
Western General Hospital 
Crewe Road 
Edinburgh EH4 2XU, U.K. 
Contact details: Possible Heart Group 
Prof. Shah Ebrahim 
Department of Primary Care & Population Sciences 
Royal Free Hospital School of Medicine 
University of London 
Rowland Hill Street 
London NW3 2PF, U.K. 
Contact details: Wounds Group 
Ms. Andrea Nelson, Review Group Co-ordinator, 
Cochrane Wounds Group, Centre for Reviews and 
Dissemination, The University of York, York YO1 5DD, 
U.K. 
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Key areas for review 
The Peripheral Vascular Diseases Review Group is 
interested in hearing from anybody who wishes to 
produce a review in one or more of the following 
key areas 
Thrombolysis for critical imb ischaemia 
Laser versus other types of angioplasty 
Antiobiotics for bypass urgery 
Antibiotics for amputations 
Rutosides for chronic venous insufficiency 
Prostanoids for critical limb ischaemia 
Surgery for PAOD 
Vasodilators for PAOD 
Compression stockings for prevention of DVT 
Calcium antagonists for Raynaud's disorder 
Sclerotherapy for varicose veins 
Forthcoming abstracts and reviews 
The following areas have already been the subject 
of systematic reviews for the Peripheral Vascular 
Diseases Review Group and it is hoped that the 
abstracts or full text will be published in the 
EJVES over the next year 
Angioplasty for intermittent claudication 
Garlic for lower limb atherosclerosis 
Lipid-lowering in PAD 
Sex hormones in PAD 
Exercise for PAD 
LMWH in venous thrombo-embolism 
Vitamin E for intermittent claudication 
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